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break Priſcians Head, or commit a Soleciſm in Grammar; That is, with the Diſcipline 
of the Ferula. It, is indeed Pedantick enough, to have proceeded from the ſtiff. pen 1 
x any the meaneſt Teacher of Boys: But a very ſhort fi ghted perſon may perceive, that the 
* private Printers do cover themſelves under the Name ot a private School. maſter. For tho. 
Mrs Anderſon be charged here with the erroneous Printing of School. books, ſuch as G tam- 
mar and Claſſick Authors; there is no particular Condeſcendance of Erratas in any t 
theſe, but only of ſome in her Newteſtament. But in order to your clearer: Satisfaction 

in this matter, before I begin to anatomize and conſider this Paper, it will be fic to let 


* From a Genviemin i in Edinburgh: to bn Fritnd | 

in ibe Countrey: Containing ſome Aniniad- | ; 
verſions on the Letter from the Maſter of a 

private School, 10 a Reverend Member of the 


_ General Afembly. 


\ mY vo rages my One ofa Parnptier® "that hath Lindy a . ka > Foy 


Title of, 4 3 from the — of a private Schoot toa en Member E He 
neral A fembly. 

- If that calumnious and unmannerly paper was truly ſcribled * a „cb inafter : 3 The 
WV kan inſtead of an Anſwer, deſerves to be treated as he doth bis Scholars when they 


you know the true ſtate of that Plea betwixt Mrs. een and ſome nnn Uafree 


Printers in Edinburgh. . : is 2} | 


The deceaſt e be Anderſon having erected the firſt Printing- houſe of any value i in 
Scotland? that he might be the more enabled to bring the Art of Printing here, where it 
had but ſlender Incouragement, to ſome perfeCtion 3 obtained) a Gift from King, Charles 


8 the 24, to be his Majeſties Printer, and to injoy the ſole priviledge of Printing Aso 


Parliament and Council, &c. Bibles, Newteſtaments, Theology, Law and Schoo!-books: 
2 or which Gift he payed four hundred and fifty pound Sterling to the Theſaury. It had 
this good Effect, that our Prints became of more requeſt, and the Printing: houſe kept 
up to 15 55 day by his Relig, makes a Figure little inferior to any in Europe: Nay, farther, 


Books of her Impreſſion are better, and to be had at more eaſie Rates; and Gentlemen are 


ſerved at her Office withPrinting & Paper, Cheaper. and Finer than any where elſe: As may be 
ſufficiently atteſted by many perſons of Honour & Credit within this City of Edinburgh, 


and in other places, who are her Cuſtomers. Mrs, Anderſons Impreſſion of Pools Notes 


ſo well known through this Kingdom, and for Correctneſs excelling the Engliſh Editions, 


doth ſpeak for it fell. Which great Work ſhe did expede upon her own Charges allennar- 


Iy, without any advanced Subſcri ption- Money Whereas the Exgliſp Impreſſion was car- 


| + Tied on by ſeverals in Co-partnery, and not without the Additional Incouragement of 
many Subſcribers, beſide a thouſand Pound fter/ing out of the Theſaury. ; 


James Watſon, and ſome other Printers would be envying Mrs.. Anderſons thriving;. 


have ſeveral times offered at Incroachments upon her Priviledges, by all the Methods of 
Baſenels and Calumny: And particularly of late, by falling to Print a Newteſtament in 


amal Size. But the matter being brought before the Privy Council, and they finding 


her to be ſo well founded in the Point of Right, and the Juſtice of her Cause, that all their 
ſiniſter Suggeſtions were little regarded: They have now "preſumed to perſonat 4 No- 


tine, and to impoſe upon the venerable Aſſembly, by repeating their formerly baffled.: 14 
Pretences under a Vizor. Mrs. Anderſon once informed me that ſhe was ſomething - 


_ . qnclined to give up her Printing-office ina little time, when her Priviledge expires, rather 


1 Wan trouble her ſelf any longer to contend with uch a Beggarly Crew which would 


„ oblige 
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oblige her Servants to ſeek for Work in other parts: ſince no pretender to Priming i im 
Edinburgh, except George Maſman, can afford to publiſh any Book conſiſting | but of thirty = 
ſheets ot Paper upon their own Charges. | 
This being premiſed, I proceed to take the pempbleteers to Task, by making the fol- 5 
lowing Animadverſions upon their Libel of a Letter. | 
1. It is directed to one who, the Authofs ſay, has 4 great interef among the leading 
Members of the General Iſenblie. This is an Expreſſion lo raſh and indit reet, ay de- 
ſerves the Aſſemblies Cenſure: For it argues, that there is Practiſing and Fo Ajonsin that - 
| Tupreme and venerable Eccleſiaſtick Judicatory, and that the Presbytetian Pali is evacu- 
ed dy leading Members. ö 
2. The firſt Leaf which is a piece of looſe undigeſted Jargon. reſolves in this That the 4 
rverſe Education of Youth, is partly owing to Mrs. Anderſons erronenus Editions of 
S Schovl-books, But for Realſons known to themſelves, they thought not fit to give a Spe- 
þ 4 Page cimen of any Eſcapes | in theſe, alledging (2 | that would require a Volume, and fell not 
ſo naturally under the Aſſemblies Cognizance, a fair Excuſe forſooth! Not to make a 
ſpecial Condeſcendance, after ſuch a general Accuſation > And why ſhould the Afﬀem . 
bly be troubled with the one, and not with che other? The true Reaſon was, becauſe 
4 could not be particular, and were advancing an Untruth; but this is of 2 piece 
with theſe mens former Method of Proceeding, and the Effect of pure Malice : : Fer in ge- 


ralibs: latet dolns. | | 
3. They bring in an impertinent Diſcourſe about . Liberty ot the Preſs, which hath 


no Contingency with Mrs. Anderſon. Priviledge : : For the buſineſs of Licenſin Ag 
only Books that were never before Printed; whereas the moſt that ſhe pretends to, 
| wr ſole Re- printing of ſome material Books which were not thought fit tobe left fo ary | 
* gler that ſets up for a Printer to try his hand upon. 
ne. 4. It ispretended (60 that when the priviledge of Printing is confined to any perſon 
or Society, the Nation muſt expect to be impoſed upon as to the Price and Quality of the 
Work: Whereas the allowing Printers the ſame Liberty to Print all things, would pro- 
- duce a certain Emulation among them to excell one another in the goodneſs of their Work, 
and the reaſonableneſsof their Prices. This Poſition I take the fame Liberty to deny, as they 
do to advance it ; for to my certain knowledge Mrs. 4mderſon doth print and ſell at ea. 
er Rates than any other Printer here. Its true, it all perſons were alike priviledged in the 
matter of Printing, there might poſſibly ariſe ſome Emulation who ſhould ſell cheapeſt ; 
hut who ſhould make the beſt Work, would be the leaſt of their care: And ſo the Nation 
would be eithergroſly i im ſed upon, or we ſhould find fewer Forreign Books printed 
at klomethan now. 
a 5. They dreſs up a Liſt of pretended Errors in Mrs. Nader is New-Teſtament, eicerp- 
1 ed out of the Printers Information. This I confeſs to be true, there is uch a Lift in 
: their Information, but was never excerped out of Mrs. Anderſons New: Teſtament : For 
there are none ſo groſs to be found there; Nay, I dare undertake for her, that of three 
- Torts of New Teſtaments which are in her Office, and there are no more, ( and there ne- 
ver was ſo many kinds in any Printing Office) there is not one but ſhe will be content 
0 ſubmit to the Teſt af the ſevereſt Cenſor. Bat it it were true, as they falfly ſuggeſt, that 
Alete are ſo many Eſcapes in the Books printed by Mrs. Anderſon, who is better furniſhed 
with printing Inſtruments and choice of Paper than half a Dczen Printers in Scotland, 
Put them all together, has the beſt Workmen, and gives large Fees to ſufficient Correctors: $7 ; 
Ti. if notwithſtanding all theſe Conſiderations her Prints be faulty ; is it to be ſup- 
Poſed, that the evil will be cured by indulging a boundleſs Liberty of Printing to every 
ififal Fellow that has the Impudence toſet up a Prefs, without either a Sufficiencie off 
Printing: Tools, or Paper, or Workmen? Witneſs Preſident Spotſweods Praftiques, the 
| printing whereof was undertaken by James Watſon in the year 1703, and promiſed to be 
finiſhed berwintand che firſt of July 1704, 8s the Propoſals and the Receipts-of the Sub. 
non money doth teſtiſie. ut N. Jobn Spol ſ mood the Publiſher was forced to ſend to 
London Hümfelf for T ypes. and to buy the Paper: And when all was done there is hard 
yt Feen ste of one hundred and TWrary ll oft z Which Proceeds only. from che want o 7 


Hands or Work 7 ; 
N 1 e fot chiswanter t n dn and to difabuſe the World by. 


lite grou ue. there is for the Noiſe that is * made * N # 
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